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INTERIM / SIMPLE SKATEPARK ACCESS
Most municipal skateparks take a fair amount of time to plan and build. Communities can lose a generation or two of skaters during
that time. There are several ways in which you can create nearly instantaneous access to skatable facilities, while working on the main,
larger skatepark projects. Skaters and the city can work together to designate skate-safe lots (utilizing site selection best practices). Find
obstacles in city storage and/or build simple pieces. Use the park as a proof of concept while the main park is worked on. These spaces
aren't a replacement for a skatepark but are valuable in their own right as accessible action sports recreation facilities.
DESIGNATE, UNLOCK
& ADD TO THESE:

WHILE WORKING
ON THESE:

CITY STORAGE

STORAGE/CONSTRUCTION

LOCAL DIY

PARKING BLOCK

CONE

JERSEY BARRIER/
K-RAIL/QUARTER

FLAT BAR
(SET IN)

BUTTER BAR
(4x6 + DECKBOARD)

MANUAL PAD/
CURB

MARBLE/
GRANITE LEDGE

PLASTICADE

GRANITE BUMP
(Cut-In)

SIGN BUMP

PARKING BLOCK
SPINE

PUMP BUMP

PLASTIC
BARRICADE

PICNIC TABLE

CURB

GRASS GAP

POLE JAM

CINDERBLOCK
LEDGE

RECYCLED
PLASTIC BENCH

RIDE-ON-RAIL

GRANITE LEDGE

JERSEY BARRIER
WALL RIDE

WALL RIDE
TRANSITION

WOOD
QUARTER-PIPE

CONSIDERATIONS
Conversations between local skaters and city officials can answer
these questions:
• Who will be the point of contact between the user base and
the city?
• Is the ground smooth enough to be used?
• Are there any ordinance or zoning changes required?
• What DIY obstacles will be allowed? (Under 18” is usually ok
without permitting, but this varies)
• How often are obstacles added, safety checked and
thrown out? Consider a community bulletin board for
announcements/pending builds and a tag system for repairs
and removals (city tags, obstacle not to be skated, two

weeks to repair or it will be tossed) Keep an eye on screws
(countersink only) and bent approach plates. You CAN pour
non-permanent concrete by placing a thick tarp underneath
builds so it can more easily be removed when the time comes.
• How is insurance and liability handled? (This should be similar
to standard public skateparks. State statutes limiting liability,
signage, city insures through citywide umbrella policy. More
information about this can be found later in the document.)
• Are there appropriate safety measures to keep cars away
from people? Bollards or K-Rails (Barriers can double as a
skateable obstacle!)
• Note - wooden ramp transition sides/templates can be
reused as concrete forms in the right conditions.

If funds are a concern, allow the community to step in and save the funds for the professional municipal skatepark builds.
These skate-lots, plazas, DIY’s and simple parks are NOT substitutes for a proper neighborhood or regional skatepark.
These short-order skate spaces create relatively instantaneous recreational access. They are one of the first steps in immediate and
actionable commitment from the local public agency. For more information, see Accelerated/Interim Skateparks.
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SINKING AND BLENDING
Consider the risk of heavier concrete sinking into the tennis court or asphalt slabs (especially if you have temperature
shifts in your region). Most likely, you'll want to have a skatepark builder professionally cut into the floor material to 1)
anchor the new obstacle to the ground, not on top of the old asphalt and 2) make room for blending the concrete into the
existing slab.
SKATE PATHS
You can add a new lane to existing isolated bike paths (away/protected from motorists) and add some simple skateable
features along the lane. It’s helpful to have markings or physical delineation for the skate area. This is not a replacement
for a proper skatepark, but it can be a great way to activate space along bike routes from skate space to skate space.
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ACCELERATED PROJECTS - LEGALIZED SKATE SPOTS

Local skaters are attracted to existing space that is “skateable”. If it’s public space and it can be shared, it’s worth
seriously considering officially legalizing skateboarding in spaces that are functional for action sports and already
popular skating destinations. These spaces are often already existing and would cost little to designate as recreation
space. Consult your local officials about what steps need to be taken to “liberate” a local skate spot. It’s a thing now,
but you still have to advocate for it. It’s a very cost effective way to create nearly instant skate space in town.
KEY CONSIDERATIONS

• Municipal Code Changes to reverse
“No skateboarding” ordinances
• Hours of Access (illegal certain hours for heavy pedestrian
traffic, legal other times when the space is less busy)
• Lanes for pedestrian access
• Skate zone signage
• Dismount zone signage
• Wear and tear on ledges - managing expectations
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Professional: Investing to convert a normal ledge into a skate ledge by
hiring a skatepark builder: Around $100 per linear foot.
DIY spot liberation: With permission, use a “rub brick” to smooth the
ledge down, Salba sauce (clear enamel spray paint) and wax.
Alternative (still with permission) - Clean ledge, apply angle iron
with epoxy adhesive. Grind down edge of angle iron.
“Cities are finding it not just economically viable to tolerate skateboarding, but
also beneficial in attracting creative crowds to weave authenticity, spontaneity, and
vibrancy into their respective urban fabrics.” -Creativity, Conviviality, and Civil Society
in Neoliberalizing Public Space: Changing Politics and Discourses in Skateboarder
Activism From New York City to Los Angeles, Chihsin Chiu and Christopher Giamarino
TWO TYPES OF CONVERTED SKATE SPACES
EXPLICITLY/OFFICIALLY
SANCTIONED
•
•
•
•
•
•

UNOFFICIALLY “SANCTIONED”
BUT WORLD FAMOUS

Tacoma Ledges - Tacoma, WA
SouthBank - London, UK
West LA Courthouse - Los Angeles, CA
Praça XV, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Pier Seven, San Francisco, CA
Brooklyn Banks (once before, in progress again)

•
•
•
•

MACBA - Barcelona, Spain
3rd and Army - San Francisco, CA
JKwon - Los Angeles, CA
Pier Seven, San Francisco, CA

RIP
EMB
LOVE PARK
“Two hundred years of American technology has unwittingly created
a massive cement playground of unlimited potential. But it was the
minds of 11 year olds that could see that potential." - Craig Stecyk
“Skaters by their very nature are urban guerillas: they make everyday use of the useless
artifacts of the technological burden and employ the handiwork of the government/corporate
structure in a thousand ways that the original architects could never dream of.” - Craig Stecyk
FIND MORE AT SKATEPARK.ORG
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DIY SKATEPARKS
“DIY is a solution when the politicians don’t step up and represent the entire
community and leave the skateboarders out in the cold.” - Miki Vuckovich

DIY Skateparks will likely always be around. Community members see the need for concrete change and decide to take matters
into their own hands. This usually means finding a hidden location and building some small, simple obstacles to skate, usually out
of concrete. It’s a great way to learn new construction skills, bond as a community and create a one of a kind space. The trouble
is, most people don’t own land to build on, so they decide to build in other places - and without permission. This usually results
in a lot of work from locals being demolished fairly quickly by cities or property owners. And who can blame them? Someone’s
pouring concrete where they aren’t supposed to. That said, there are some instances where a DIY skatepark is valuable as both
an ongoing community bonding exercise, and as a skatepark. They can even be useful to the skate scene/local skatepark effort
during those devastating moments when they are torn down. Above all, never forget that every city should meet the needs of the
local action sports constituency with professionally designed and built skateparks and skate spaces. DIY should be considered as
a stop-gap or ancillary skatepark, or better yet, seen for what it is, a valuable ongoing community activation.
If you’ve poured concrete for a local DIY and it gets torn down, use it as an opportunity to leverage public (news) and city
support for a proper skatepark. You’re literally doing the work to provide a recreation space. The need is evident. Work with
the city - aim toward the future and don’t rage against the city for doing what they had to do when someone built somewhere
illegally, it just slows things down. Stay focused on impending solutions.
If you’re considering doing a DIY skatepark, it’s probably worth trying to find a space that will give you permission to build and
skate there. Getting permission to build small concrete skate obstacles and recreate in the area may be easier than you think. Use
tools in the advocacy section of this document to make your case. Permission for a space must come from the owner of the space
and it’s best to get it in writing (an MOU, contract or lease). It helps if you have an official organization (with a fiscal sponsor
relationship) that can take some responsibility for the space, but it’s best if the city takes ownership. Helping the city or property
owner understand what you’ll build may be helpful. Keep it simple and small, but don’t be afraid to be creative. Check out TSP’s
simple DIY obstacle construction documents on our website. You can use these “CD” to help city employees and civil engineers
understand the simplicity and safety of your budding DIY skatepark.
When planned well, DIY Skateparks are a creative community laboratory
that provides valuable action sports recreation space for all.
FIND MORE AT SKATEPARK.ORG

SKATEPARK BEST PRACTICES GUIDE

70

April 27, 2020

THE
ACCELERATED
SKATEPARK GUIDE
PROJECTS
2021

TERMINOLOGY:
• DIY - Community built skatepark (possibly without
permission)
• Permission DIY - Community built skatepark with
property owner’s written permission

• Formal DIY - Community built skatepark with the
supervision of a professional construction manager
and/or city approved specs. (Permission is implied)

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

• Site Selection - Similar considerations as normal
skateparks. Talk with the city.
• Permission - All that effort is wasted if it gets torn down.
Get it in writing.
• Plan Ahead - What’s the overall goal of the space?
Design and build accordingly
• Experience - People with skatepark and construction
experience will help do it right and safely
• Safety - Design for your experience. Safety first in
design and construction. Use safety gear. Boots, goggles,
gloves, etc. Listen and learn from those with experience.
• Keep It Clean - If you want to be treated with respect
and keep the space, respect and keep the space
• Be Creative - Of course it should skate well, but
creativity is at the heart of skateboarding and skateparks.

• Timing - Consider build timing and concrete curing.
• Reduce, reuse, recycle - Reuse forms and materials
when possible. Consider recycled tire fill construction as
well as other options from the Green Skatepark Practices
list.
• Common Build Issues - Don’t build directly onto
bridge pillars. Consult DOT or property owner for
distance needed around existing infrastructure (they
need space for inspections).
• Compaction, Compaction, Compaction - Make sure
the earth is settled if you want your builds to be.
• Don’t Blow It - It’s not a clubhouse. Test the limits of
acceptable public behavior and risk it all.
• Try And Try Again - Build. If it doesn’t skate well, tear it
down and recycle old concrete as fill material

To learn more about concrete and the DIY Skatepark construction
process head to Appendix B - LEARNING CONCRETE.
FIND MORE AT SKATEPARK.ORG
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SUPPORT FROM THE SKATEPARK PROJECT
Founded by Tony Hawk, The Skatepark Project (TSP) is a nonprofit organization working to increase access to outdoor
recreation and free play through the creation of safe and inclusive community skateparks. TSP provides the resources,
advocacy skills, grants and fellowship programs that guide skaters in creating their own community skateparks, from
conception through construction. This is a collaborative process between skaters and city authorities to invest in capital
improvements that will enrich a community for decades. The Skatepark Project’s grant programs have awarded over $10
million to help fund nearly 700 public skateparks in all 50 states, enjoyed by an estimated six million people annually. The
organization’s International Program has provided technical and financial support to assist youth through the Skateistan
educational programs in Afghanistan, Cambodia, and South Africa. To get involved, visit www.skatepark.org

FREE SUPPORT
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE,
WORKSHOPS & PROGRAMS

PUBLIC SKATEPARK
DEVELOPMENT GUIDE V2

OTHER DOWNLOADS FROM TSP
MOBILE APP
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS
SIGNATURE ELEMENTS
DIY CDS
GREEN SKATEPARKS
SUPPORT FROM SKATEISTAN AND GOOD PUSH
GOODPUSH TOOLKIT

THE SKATESPACE
PODCAST

GRANT FUNDING
Over 600 granted parks open in the United States.
LEARN MORE

FEEDBACK SURVEY
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