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SITE SELECTION
At some point during the skatepark project the city will want to begin looking into viable sites for the park to be built. There’s
a wealth of information about urban planning that will help make a community more accessible, vibrant and equitable. We
encourage anyone working on a public space to learn a bit more about the built environment and the design of public spaces.
Go online or to your local library, and have some conversations with your city planner to engage further.

AUTHORS FOR GOOD READS ON CITY PLANNING AND/OR SKATEBOARDING:
JANE JACOBS
IAN BORDEN
OCEAN HOWELL
PETER WHITLEY

BASICS OF PUBLIC SKATEPARK SITE SELECTION
The site should be donated by the municipality. If the site is privately donated, it should be officially converted to city-owned public
space or have a long-term lease to the city for public use. Usually $1 a year.
Establish site selection criteria early in the process to support a collective and data based decision. This means creating a form with
scoring criteria and reviewing all possible site options. See criteria options below. Using this process will help you support the decision
with rationale and data, allowing for good responses should anyone push back about the decision to select a certain site.

DO NOT DISCUSS ANY SPECIFIC SITE
PUBLICLY UNTIL OFFICIAL MUNICIPAL APPROVAL.
You don’t want to create opposition before you have enough momentum to see the
project through, or data behind your site selection process.
When engaging with your skatepark designer, they will likely ask for a Site Survey and a Geotechnical Report. This
information can be gathered by city or local civil engineers - you’ll likely be chatting as a group by then. It will help the
skatepark designer understand the space.
The project may require an Environmental Impact Report. This helps civil engineers and the city understand how the new space
will affect everything around it including: service patterns, traffic patterns, sound, light, crime and more. Talk with your city
allies to see if this is the right time to introduce your group (and the value of skateparks, including correcting misconceptions)
to the neighbors - as they may be introducing the skatepark concept to the neighborhood around that time. Most likely, the
project is already public before an official EIR.
CORRECT
EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE,
VISIBLE FROM ROAD, ACCESSIBLE
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INCORRECT
ISOLATED, INACCESSIBLE, NOT VISIBLE
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PRIMARY CRITERIA
VISIBILITY
A clear line of sight through the
skatepark (for the general public and law
enforcement/community patrol) will help
increase community awareness, friendly
public engagement and minimize antisocial behavior from non-skatepark
users. This acts as “informal supervision”
that can work in tandem with and
support local skater stewardship.

ACCESS
More densely populated areas and diverse access options provide
greater access for more users and their families. Consider different
ways to get there (public transit, bike paths, sidewalks and roads)
and places to park your vehicle (board, bike, bus or car). It may also
be important to ensure there’s appropriate vehicle access/restriction
to the skate space (bollards to protect the park from vehicles). The
more centralized the skatepark is, the more use it will get.

SAFETY/SECURITY AND
SPORTS LIGHTING
Park security lighting can improve
comfort and visibility. Factor
this in during your site selection
process. Skatepark/sport field
lighting leads to greater usehours and a better return on
your investment. Existing sport
lighting can be used, but lighting
often needs to be installed along
with the new skatepark. Factor
that into your conversation with
skatepark designers and the city.

COMFORT
Comfort for users and their families is essential
for a well functioning skatepark. People need
to be able to restore their personal comfort
while using the park. A site that already includes
basic amenities like bathrooms, water stations
and seating areas is likely to increase use of the
park and promote better “informal/passive
supervision” of the space. In other words, more
people will be able to stay there longer, keep an
eye on things and get the most out of the space.
This also includes comfort for neighbors. Putting a
skatepark directly in front of a neighbor’s house
may not be the best idea. But across a well used
street, in the right circumstances that can work for
everyone. If noise is a concern, learn more about
skatepark noise studies later in this document.
Then look into sound abatement using obstacle
orientation or greenery as long as the visual line of
sight isn’t obstructed. You can also fill in sidewalk
cracks to minimize local skate travel noise.

ADDITIONAL CRITERIA
Water table, soil quality, zoning issues, utilities, long term plans for the site, as well as
proximity to safety and emergency services are other site selection considerations.
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ACTIVITY
The more active the surrounding space is,
the better. You’ll have more people viewing,
understanding and using the space, and
more public community interaction. Having a
skatepark near schools, other sports, public
agencies (libraries, fire stations, etc), shopping
and activities helps attract more users and
contributes to “informal supervision” that helps
keep the space and community healthy. The
skatepark should be sited and designed to be a
community hub that locals are proud of.
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SUPPORT FROM THE SKATEPARK PROJECT
Founded by Tony Hawk, The Skatepark Project (TSP) is a nonprofit organization working to increase access to outdoor
recreation and free play through the creation of safe and inclusive community skateparks. TSP provides the resources,
advocacy skills, grants and fellowship programs that guide skaters in creating their own community skateparks, from
conception through construction. This is a collaborative process between skaters and city authorities to invest in capital
improvements that will enrich a community for decades. The Skatepark Project’s grant programs have awarded over $10
million to help fund nearly 700 public skateparks in all 50 states, enjoyed by an estimated six million people annually. The
organization’s International Program has provided technical and financial support to assist youth through the Skateistan
educational programs in Afghanistan, Cambodia, and South Africa. To get involved, visit www.skatepark.org

FREE SUPPORT
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE,
WORKSHOPS & PROGRAMS

PUBLIC SKATEPARK
DEVELOPMENT GUIDE V2

OTHER DOWNLOADS FROM TSP
MOBILE APP
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS
SIGNATURE ELEMENTS
DIY CDS
GREEN SKATEPARKS
SUPPORT FROM SKATEISTAN AND GOOD PUSH
GOODPUSH TOOLKIT

THE SKATESPACE
PODCAST

GRANT FUNDING
Over 600 granted parks open in the United States.
LEARN MORE

FEEDBACK SURVEY

FIND MORE AT SKATEPARK.ORG
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