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Letter From The Founder
2008 flew past and we are stronger than ever. Even in a shaky economy,
we’ve been able to help create more public skateparks in low-income areas
than in previous years. It’s all thanks to the tireless work of our staff and our
generous donors. But plenty of communities are still in need, and we hope
to continue making the same positive differences in their lives as we have
with our previous grant recipients.
Orcas Island, Washington

In 2008, we managed to raise over 1.5-million dollars at our Stand Up For
Skateparks events, and we even hosted our first East Coast event in The
Hamptons. But our mission is far from over. In fact, what we’ve learned this
year is just how great the need for our assistance remains.
In 2008 we awarded 668,516 dollars to 59 communities (compared to
$525,500 to 53 communities in 2007). That’s a 27-percent increase in grant
funding over 2007. Which brings us to 409 grants worth over 2.7-million
dollars to help build skateparks since our inception in 2002.

Tony Hawk flies over the Nathan Lazarus Skatepark in Nederland, Colorado

I cannot stress enough the importance of skateparks in high-risk areas—they offer kids a safe place
to go and something to do that gives them a sense of self-esteem they may never find anywhere
else. This is especially true when those very kids are the ones petitioning the city with the hope of
getting their own place to skate. Once communities get their first park, they almost always build
more because they see the enduring positive effects they have on kids. Not to mention the parks
get used from dawn to dusk.

Lewiston, Maine

Greencastle,Indiana

“The whole skatepark experience has been a wonder to skaters and non-skaters alike.
Older citizens marvel at the athleticism and imaginations of the skaters, and skaters have
a new respect for how a small-town government can work if patience and fortitude are
applied. We remain indebted to the foundation—not only for the grant award, but also
for the insights into the sport and the little pep talks we received throughout the process.
What you did for us here in Somerset was the catalyst that made it possible.”
—David Snider, Somerset, Ohio

Fundraising is a bigger challenge than ever, but our annual Stand Up For Skateparks benefit keeps
growing. Taking place, once again, at Ron Burkle’s Green Acres estate in Beverly Hills, California,
the original event had a slew of celebrities, plus plenty of activities and entertainment for all.
The vert demo featured a virtual A-list of talent: Shaun White, Andy Macdonald, Bob Burnquist, Jean
Postec, Kevin Staab, John Parker, and Dennis McCoy (plus yours truly). Punk icons Social Distortion
rocked the stage with amazing acoustic versions of their classics. Guests were also likely to bump
into celebrities such as Anthony Kiedis, David Spade, Jamie Lee Curtis, Perry Farrell, Chris “Big
Black” Boykin, and Mia Hamm, just to name a few.

Tony with Nathan Lazarus and friends in Nederland, Colorado

Several youths from my hometown community of Tierrasanta joined me on stage for a pledge drive, and we managed to raise 79,000 dollars for
a public skatepark there. I know from growing up in Tierrasanta that these kids need more outlets and more positive reinforcement from their
community. At Stand Up For Skateparks, we managed to help get something started.
Stand Up For Skateparks also traveled this year to The Hamptons. Held at the Ross School campus in Bridgehampton, New York, the event marked the first
time Stand Up For Skateparks has been held outside of the Los Angeles area. It was attended by the likes of Jon Bon Jovi, Russell Simmons, Vern Troyer,
UFC fighters Wanderlei Silva and Matt Serra, and others, and the Vert Demo featured the traveling troupe of skaters and BMXers from the 2008 Boom
Boom HuckJam Tour. Video turntablist Mike Relm literally produced the show’s sounds and images, but as in Beverly Hills, the coolest part of the day was
standing on the stage (which in Bridgehampton was actually the ramp) with local youth to raise money for their skatepark. In this case it was the Manhattan
Bridge Skatepark in New York City, and we raised 53,000 dollars for it.
Skateparks are on the rise, but we still need plenty more of them, built correctly, and located in communities where kids are most at-risk. We are committed
to helping those in need now more than ever.
Thanks to everyone who has been supporting us. We’ll keep shredding, thanks to you.

Courtesy Michael Kusek-Valley Advocate

Barron, Wisconsin
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I cannot stress enough the importance of skateparks in high-risk areas—they offer
kids a safe place to go and something to do that gives them a sense of self-esteem
they may never find anywhere else.

Northampton, Massachusetts

Gaylord, Michigan
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Mission Statement

Why Skateparks?

The Tony Hawk Foundation seeks to foster lasting improvements in society, with an emphasis on supporting and empowering
youth. Through special events, grants, and technical assistance, the Foundation supports recreational programs with a focus on
the creation of public skateboard parks in low-income communities. The Foundation favors programs that clearly demonstrate
that funds received will produce tangible, ongoing positive results.

In his adolescent years, Tony Hawk considered the local skatepark his home away from home and
skateboarding the sport that delivered him into a tight community, shaping his character and teaching
him lessons in leadership, perseverance, and taking initiative.

Programs
The primary focus of the Tony Hawk Foundation is to help facilitate the development of free, high-quality public skateparks in low-income areas by
providing information and guidance on the skatepark-development process, and through financial grants. While not all skatepark projects meet our
grant criteria, the Tony Hawk Foundation strives to help communities in other ways to achieve the best possible skateparks—parks that will satisfy
the needs of local skaters and provide them a safe, enjoyable place to ride.
Below are some of the programs and services administered by the Tony Hawk Foundation.

Grants
The Tony Hawk Foundation Board Of Directors reviews grant applications twice a year and issues grants based on merit and available funds. We give
preference to grassroots projects in disadvantaged communities where children have limited recreational opportunities or access to existing skateparks.
We also favor projects that demonstrate strong skater involvement.
Tony Hawk Foundation grants typically range from $1,000 to $25,000. In 2008 we reviewed 147 applications and awarded 59 grants, totaling $668,516.

Technical Assistance
Tony Hawk Foundation staff field an average of 400 e-mails and phone
calls each month. The following are some typical issues we address:
• Getting a skatepark project started
• Lobbying local government
• Liability insurance
• Raising community awareness
• Creating a nonprofit organization
• Fundraising
• Applying for a grant
• Choosing a skatepark designer and/or contractor
Foundation staff can be reached by e-mail at
contact@tonyhawkfoundation.org or by calling (760) 477-2479.

Public Skatepark Development Guide
This collaboration between the Tony Hawk Foundation, the nonprofit
Skaters For Public Skateparks, and the International Association of
Skateboard Companies (IASC) is the definitive guide for skatepark advocates
and city or parks officials pursuing a new public skatepark. Drawing from
the collective wisdom of dozens of veteran skatepark advocates, the
128-page guide is full of in-depth information and illustrations that cover
topics ranging from the skatepark vision, advocacy, fundraising, design,
and management.

Today, Tony’s two greatest passions are children and skateboarding. In recent years skateboarding has
grown to include over 13-million participants, yet only about 3,000 skateparks are available for them to
ride. Most skaters ride wherever they can—in the streets, in parking lots, and just about anywhere they
aren’t chased from. Community groups and civic leaders have identified skateparks as an answer to the
lack of suitable places to ride. But most city officials have no idea how to properly develop a skatepark,
or even where to start.
After receiving thousands of e-mails from parents and children across America who either did not have
a safe, legal place to skate or were ostracized from their community—and in some cases arrested—for
skating on public property, Tony decided to establish a foundation whose mission would be to serve
this population. He wanted to help them develop quality places to practice the sport that gives them
much-needed exercise and a sense of self-esteem. So in 2002 he established the Tony Hawk Foundation,
financed the organization with a personal gift, and assembled a Board of Directors that represents a
diverse range of backgrounds and expertise.

Siloam Springs, Arkansas

“T he unique thing about this whole project is that it was initiated by the kids. They learned that
if you have a dream and you’re willing to work hard on it, you can make it a reality. That’s an
important lesson for kids to learn.”
—Mayor John Schott, Anthony, Kansas

The new Second Edition includes updated information and case studies.
Funded by the Tony Hawk Foundation, the Public Skatepark Development
Guide is a must-have manual for skatepark advocates, and is available for
free from www.publicskateparkguide.org.

Fundraising Items
Thanks to Tony and our generous in-kind sponsors, we are able to donate various skate-related goods to projects we are unable to fund via a Grant.
These products are used as raffle or auction items to generate funds for skatepark projects.

“Other communities learn we received the Tony Hawk Foundation grant and
want to know how we were so lucky. And let me tell you, when the kids get asked
that question you should see their faces light up with pride just knowing THF supported
the little town of Almira.”
—Gina Boutain, Almira, Washington

Los Angeles, California
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Serving Communities

Fulfilling Our Mission

Since its inception, the Tony Hawk Foundation has sought to foster lasting
improvements in society, with an emphasis on serving underprivileged
children. Through grants and other charitable donations, the Foundation
supports programs focused on the creation of public skateboard parks.
The foundation favors projects that have strong community involvement,
grassroots fundraising, and a base of support from the skaters, parents, law
enforcement, and local leaders.
Years ago, Tony identified the need for free, accessible quality public
skateparks. Fortunately, more recently, hundreds of municipalities have
come to embrace the recreational—and societal—benefits of skateboard
parks. With the popularity of skateboarding fueling the rush to build
them, the need for help from the Tony Hawk Foundation has become
more urgent and critical. Most cities in the process of building a public
skatepark are working on their first, and for them there is no precedent, no
blueprint. Once the cement is poured and formed, there is no changing it.
All the right questions must be addressed before that step. The Tony Hawk
Foundation was established to help cities develop that checklist and ensure
that the hard work of skaters, parents, and city officials will result in a
quality skatepark that will serve that community for years to come.

Since 2002 the Tony Hawk Foundation has been fulfilling its mission to help
young people by issuing grants to low-income communities building quality
public skateparks, and providing guidance to city officials, parents, and children
through the process. In the past five years the foundation has awarded over
$2.7-million to 409 public skatepark projects across the United States.
To-date, 319 Tony Hawk Foundation grant recipients have opened their
skateparks and are currently serving an estimated 2.9-million children
annually. With the remaining 90 grant recipients scheduled to open their
parks in the next twelve months, an estimated 3.7-million youth annually
will be actively using facilities that received financial aid and development
guidance from the Tony Hawk Foundation.

Tony Hawk with the Greencastle, Indiana Skatepark Committee

The Tony Hawk Foundation supports disadvantaged communities and
at-risk children. We are the only national grant-writing organization focused
solely on the development and financing of free, quality public skateparks.
We know that skateparks provide a safe and inspiring avenue for skaters to
practice and excel at their sport, and that the process of developing their
local skatepark encourages and teaches young people how to make positive
changes within their own communities.
The Tony Hawk Foundation has been working with municipalities and
community groups to help them realize their dream of a quality public
skatepark in their community. For Tony Hawk, skateboarding was a
healthy outlet and a recreational challenge, and it provided a social group
of creative, like-minded individuals. It was also a sport that helped him
build confidence, taught him to persevere, and through his mentoring
of younger skaters helped him develop leadership skills. The Tony Hawk
Foundation works every day to be able to bring these same lessons to
youth across the country.

For all the petitioning, fundraising, planning, and designing that these
individuals commit themselves to, they deserve a park that reflects their
efforts—one that kids will actually use and enjoy. Far too many communities
produce unskateable parks whose flaws contribute to collisions and injuries.
If skaters can’t enjoy their skatepark, they simply won’t use it. The Tony Hawk
Foundation offers information and guidance to avoid the most common
design and construction mistakes that cost communities thousands of dollars
and countless hours of wasted effort. Through phone calls and e-mail, Tony
Hawk Foundation staff answers questions, offers feedback, and provides
information on useful resources to help individuals and community groups
achieve the best skatepark possible.

“If not for your help, I doubt our city would have followed through with the
park. It has been busy since it opened. The kids are loving it, and we simply
cannot thank you enough.”
—Carol Pope, Bardstown, Kentucky

Castroville, California

Pascagoula, Mississippi

“T he process of building a skatepark was a learning process for all. The skaters
learned that they can influence decisions and that they can trust others. City
officials learned that skateboarding is not just a fad sport, it has a strong
following and if you build the skatepark right it will be well received.”
—John Turnbull, Bloomington, Indiana
06

Cusick, Washington
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Community Building
The skatepark process teaches youth lifelong lessons.
At first glance, the goal of the Tony Hawk Foundation is almost mundane: to
help promote and finance public skateparks in low-income areas across the
United States. But the foundation’s true mission goes beyond simply making
sure skateboarders across the country have a curvy place to play. We’ve
discovered that the benefits derived from the process of getting a skatepark
built, while not as tangible or quantifiable, are often more valuable than the
product itself. If it’s done right, a skatepark project can teach young people
a lifelong lesson in the power of perseverance, and remind adults that kids
with funny haircuts and pierced lips can not only be good people, but can
also get things done.
Although skateboarding has received much mainstream credibility in recent
years, thousands of communities have yet to provide skaters with a place
to legally practice their sport of choice. As a result, many adults still regard
skaters as disrespectful troublemakers. Business owners chase them away.
City officials pass ordinances to impede them. Police give them tickets.
Shrouded in stigma and with few resources to overcome it, many skaters
still grow up feeling disenfranchised, and the institutionalized image of
skaters as delinquents becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy.

Montclair, California

Ashland, Kentucky

“So many local kids got and continue to get so much out of the skatepark. The
boys most directly involved gained our community’s respect and learned so
many things that will help them in their future lives.”
—Barb Seaman, Homer, Alaska

Leadership

Changing Attitudes

In a growing number of communities, however, skateparks have proven to
be the perfect hammer to break this ugly cycle. At its best, it works like this:
a skater gets in trouble for skating where he’s not supposed to (maybe he
gets a ticket, maybe a call home from the school principal) and complains
to his parents that he has no place to skate. His parents persuade him to
write a letter to City Hall, or to attend a city-council meeting. The skater
gets some friends together, puts on his cleanest shirt, sits through a boring
meeting, and then makes a nervous but respectful plea for a skatepark. City
officials, impressed by the courteous request, agree that it’s a good idea and
commit to including a skatepark in the next parks-and-recreation budget
and designate a central location for the project.

This is when attitudes change. The kids realize that the adults really want to
help them, and the adults realize that the kids are willing to work hard for
this thing they love. Most important, the kids learn that they can actually
accomplish something by working with the system rather than beating their
heads against it, or sitting at home complaining about it. They learn how to
communicate in a way that will encourage adults to listen, and they go from
feeling alienated to empowered.

Power Of Perseverance
A real-world scenario is more likely to include city-donated land, but require
the skaters to find the money to build the park. With the help of one or two
city officials and a handful of parents, the kids form a committee and spend
the next year or two raising money and community awareness. They hold
car washes, barbecues, raffles, and skate-a-thons. They do yard work for
their neighbors and donate the wages to the skatepark fund. Eventually, the
community rallies behind the determined youth brigade. The police chief
writes an editorial in the local newspaper praising the kids for their efforts.
The local Lion’s Club holds a pancake breakfast, and the paper runs a photo
of some beribboned World War II vet flipping flapjacks for skaters.

Spirit Of Youth
We don’t want to sound too sappy, but we are convinced that when
teenagers, parents, police, politicians, business leaders, and civic groups all
get together and push the same wheel, and that wheel actually turns, the
effort alone makes the world a better place.
That is the kind of skatepark project that the Tony Hawk Foundation seeks
to fund.

“This was a wonderful lesson in civics for the youth who were involved. They started out as a small
band of disenfranchised youth who took a petition to City Hall and ended up mobilizing an entire
community to support building and operating this park. The young man who had been the first
signature on the petition actually cut the ribbon to officially open the park three years later. These
youth learned that they can make a difference in the community and that people listen and care.”
—Sharon Michels, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

Greeneville, Tennessee
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Skateparks Activate Youth

2008 Grant Recipients

Skateboarding is a healthy alternative.

$5,000 Grants (continued)
Between 1997 and 2008, youth participation in individual sports like
skateboarding and snowboarding grew significantly, while youth participation
in team sports like softball and baseball actually declined5. Recognizing this
trend, many high schools across the U.S. are contributing to skateboarding’s
population explosion, incorporating skateboarding into their physical education
programs, clubs, and after-school curricula.

The evidence is clear—kids today are less active than they were a few
years ago, and it’s affecting their health. They spend more time indoors
and less time participating in physical activities that provide much-needed
exercise. Today, over 16 percent (9 million) of children and adolescents1 in
the U.S. are obese, a number that has doubled since 1980.
While the general trend is alarming enough, children in low-income families
are particularly at risk. They have less access to costly organized sports
leagues and equipment, and less opportunity to travel to parks or fields to
exercise. Obesity has become a critical national priority, with long-term
health risks including—but not limited to—heart disease, high cholesterol,
depression, and even cancer2.

With 319 of the 409 skateparks the Tony Hawk Foundation has awarded
grants to since 2002 now open, an estimated 2.9-million children annually
are enjoying creative exercise at these facilities, and city and recreation
officials routinely report that their new skatepark is by far the most popular
facility they operate.
When planned carefully, with the help of skatepark professionals and local
skaters, a public skatepark does so much more than give the kids somewhere to play. It gives them somewhere to grow and develop healthy
lifestyles. But as far as they’re concerned, it’s just a place to enjoy themselves.

Skateboarding is a low-cost solution to this national health epidemic. It’s
healthy, it’s athletic, and most importantly, it’s fun. If kids enjoy exercising,
chances are they’ll do it more. And if they exercise more, they’ll be in
better health—with more energy, greater self-esteem, and even improved
academic performance3.
In addition to the direct health benefits, research even suggests
that skateboarding can help keep teens out of trouble. A 2006 study
found that skateboarders are less likely to smoke cigarettes, have sex, and
skip school4.

Tony Hawk with youth from the Manhattan Bridge Skatepark in New York City.

Stand Up For Skateparks
San Diego, California (Tierrasanta) – $79,000
New York, New York (Chinatown) – $53,000

$50,000 Grants
Nederland, Colorado (Nedsk8, Inc.)

$25,000 Grants

“T here isn’t a time school is out of session and the weather
is good, that there isn’t a crowd at the skatepark.”
—Mary Browne, Madison, Indiana

Harrison, Arkansas (Main Street Harrison Foundation Inc.)
Oceanside, California (City of Oceanside)
Columbus, Georgia (Columbus Consolidated Government)
Bemidji, Minnesota (Evergreen House)
Erie, Pennsylvania (City of Erie)
Columbia, South Carolina (Pour It Now)

Pittsfield, Illinois (Illini Community Health Care Foundation)
Goodland, Kansas (Sherman County)
Melvern, Kansas (City of Melvern, Kansas)
Bethel, Maine (Friends of Davis Park)
Mayville, Michigan (Village of Mayville)
Greenbush, Minnesota (City of Greenbush)
Perham, Minnesota (City of Perham)
Boulder, Montana (Boulder Horizons Parks and Recreation Committee)
Beulah, North Dakota (Beulah Park District)
Ellenville, New York (The Village of Ellenville)
Ironton, Ohio (City of Ironton, Ohio)
New Concord, Ohio (NCAARD, Village of New Concord)
Maysville, Oklahoma (Town of Maysville)
White River, South Dakota (South Central Resource Conservation
and Development Council, Inc.)
Winnsboro, Texas (City of Winnsboro)
Jonesville, Virginia (Town of Jonesville)
Chester, Vermont (Town of Chester)
North Bennington, Vermont (Village of North Bennington)
Saint Johnsbury, Vermont (Saint Johnsbury Recreation Department)
Edgerton, Wisconsin (City of Edgerton)
La Farge, Wisconsin (Village of La Farge)
Viroqua, Wisconsin (City of Viroqua, Wisconsin)
Hinton, West Virginia (City of Hinton)
Milton, West Virginia (City of Milton)
Guernsey, Wyoming (Town of Guernsey)

$1,516 Grants
Myrtle Creek, Oregon (City of Myrtle Creek)

$15,000 Grants
Mount Shasta, California (Associated Charitable Resource Of South Siskiyou)
Kirksville, Missouri (City of Kirksville)

Sports Participation 1998–2008 (in millions)
Source: National Sporting Goods Association (nsga.org), based on responses from individuals seven years and older
who participated more than once during the year.
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Waldron, Arkansas (City of Waldron)
Imperial Beach, California (City of Imperial Beach)
Ukiah, California (City of Ukiah, Community Services Department)
Crawfordsville, Indiana (Crawfordsville Parks and Recreation Department)
Owensboro, Kentucky (City of Owensboro, Kentucky)
Augusta, Maine (Capital Kids/Augusta Communities For Children)
Ironwood, Michigan (City of Ironwood, Michigan)
Doniphan, Missouri (Ripley County Caring Community Partnership)
Pascagoula, Mississippi (City of Pascagoula)
Sparta, North Carolina (The Alleghany County Ministerium, Inc./Razor’s Edge Skatepark Project)
Mexico, New York (Village of Mexico)
Rochester, New York (Center for Popular Research, Education and Policy)
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (New Kensington Community Development Corporation)
Walla Walla, Washington (Walla Walla Skate Park Association)
Stevens Point, Wisconsin (Community Foundation of Central Wisconsin)

$5,000 Grants
1. Results of the National Health And Nutrition Examination Survey for 1999–2002 indicate that 16 percent of children and adolescents ages 6–19 years are overweight. For children, overweight is defined as a body mass index (BMI)
at or above the 95th percentile of the CDC growth charts for age and gender. Source: “Prevalence Of Overweight Among Children And Adolescents,” Centers For Disease Control And Prevention (cdc.gov).
2. Source: “Overweight And Obesity: Health Consequences,” United States Department Of Health And Human Services (surgeongeneral.gov).
3. “The Importance Of Regular Physical Activity For Children,” Centers For Disease Control And Prevention (cdc.gov).
4. “Physical Activity and Sedentary Behavior Patterns are Associated with Selected Adolescent Health Risk Behaviors,” PEDIATRICS, Vol. 117 No. 4, April 2006
5. “2008 Ten Year History Of Sports Participation,” National Sporting Goods Association (nsga.org).
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Mena, Arkansas (City of Mena, Arkansas)
New Smyrna Beach, Florida (City of New Smyrna Beach)
Pembroke, Georgia (City of Pembroke)
Onawa, Iowa (Onawa Community Foundation/Youth for Community Betterment)
Greenville, Illinois (Kingsbury Park District)
Oblong, Illinois (Oblong Skate Park Association)

Saint Johnsbury, Vermont
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Recipients Map Key
$20,000 –25,000
$10,000 –15,000
$5,000 –9,999
$1,000

Lewiston, Maine

Polson, Montana

2002–2008 Grant Recipients
As public skateparks grow in popularity, so does the need for funding. In 2008, the Tony Hawk Foundation received a total of
147 applications from communities in 44 states. The THF Board of Directors awarded 59 grants to skatepark projects in 31 states,
totaling $668,516.
To-date (2002–2008), THF has received grant applications from all 50 states and has awarded grants to projects in 48
of them, plus the District of Columbia and the Virgin Islands. Since 2002, THF has received 1,480 applications and has
awarded 409 grants worth $2,719,350.
12

Portland, Oregon
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Success Story – Barstow, California
Barstow, California, is a geographically isolated, low-income community with
about 36 percent of its population receiving some form of public assistance.
The public skatepark opened in 2007, and since then has been serving youth
as a tremendous recreation facility that affords them the opportunity to
develop life-building skills like discipline and perseverance.
The project started in 2004, when local skaters began lobbying the city
council to get a park built. The council grew to support and eventually
approve the skatepark concept, but the skaters knew they needed to
remain involved from beginning to end in order to get the quality park
they wanted.

Letter From The Executive Director
Local skaters met with a professional skatepark designer and attended
workshops to help create the layout of the park. The skaters, city officials,
and designer came up with an ambitious 435,000-dollar concrete-skatepark
design. The skaters were also actively involved in the site selection, and
with their help local leaders designated a central location just off the main
boulevard that is both accessible and visible.
Over the course of two and a half years the city allocated a total of 333,600
dollars in Community Development Block Grant funds to the project (the
skatepark site is located in a low-income CDBG target area). By the time
they applied for a Tony Hawk Foundation Grant in 2007, they had raised
75 percent of their funding goal, and had created a well-rounded skatepark
design that would attract a broad range of skaters.
Recognizing the community’s commitment to the project and significant
skater involvement, the Tony Hawk Foundation Board Of Directors awarded
the group 10,000 dollars, and Barstow’s 12,000-square-foot concrete park
opened later that year.
Local leaders understood the importance of the skaters’ input in the design,
since they would be the ones skating it, and according to Barstow Economic
Development Coordinator Jeanette Hayhurst, skaters learned some valuable
lessons about City Hall: “Skaters learned that government and elected
officials do support skateboarding. If the skaters participate in the skatepark
process, it will work.”

The Dream Keeps Rolling
2002 was a significant year. That’s when Tony’s dream came true—his dream of establishing an
organization to help communities build skateparks. Growing up, he was lucky enough to have had one
near his home, and his experiences there—the lessons of perseverance and dedication that skateboarding
can teach, the community he found, and the success he would go on to realize—were all a result
of that place. By 2002, the Del Mar Skate Ranch was long-gone, the former locals had moved on,
and very few communities across the country had skateparks. But those skatepark advocates who
were trying to build them at the time suddenly had an ally in the fight for acceptance, a donor in the
struggle to raise money, and a mentor in the effort to define exactly what their skateparks should
look like.
Tony Hawk put his name, his resources, and a great deal of himself into launching his foundation, and
to this day he personally reviews every skatepark diagram we receive—nearly 1,500 to-date. So it
was a huge personal commitment to establish and grow this organization, and to pursue the mission
of improving communities, one skatepark at a time. And in 2008 all of the hard work that Tony, the
THF Board of Directors and Staff, and our great supporters have done really became evident in the
milestones we achieved—even as a major economic recession reared its ugly head.

Heber City, Utah

Our grant awards this year were higher than in any previous year, and we were able to give in larger
amounts to more communities than ever before, with significant contributions made to skatepark
projects in cities large and small: New York City, San Diego, and the mountain community of
Nederland, Colorado among them.
While awarding grants to worthwhile projects is rewarding in its own right, the real measure of an
organization’s success is seeing those projects completed, skateparks opened, and skaters enjoying
safe, dedicated places to skate in their communities. In 2008 we saw the three-hundredth Tony Hawk
Foundation Grant Recipient skatepark open to the public in Heber City, Utah—followed by another
nineteen before year’s end.
With 409 Grants awarded and 319 skateparks actually open and operating, 77 percent of the
projects we’ve assisted financially are completed and currently serving 2.9-million users. With
about 3,000 skateparks now operating nationwide, we’ve had a hand in assisting and helping fund
ten percent of them.

“T he skatepark continues to be a success story for the City of Barstow. This is evident by the 30 to
40 skaters who use the park on a daily basis. The majority of these are locals (Barstow and the
surrounding High Desert communities), but we do get skaters from out of the area as well. I’m
surprised that the BMXers and skaters actually share the park as cooperatively as they do.”
—Jeanette Hayhurst, Barstow, California

This year we expanded both our staff and Board of Directors, who worked to increase our capacity to
fundraise, our ability to assist communities in developing their skateparks, and also our effectiveness
in collaborating with other skatepark-advocacy groups like Skaters For Public Skateparks. Working
with like-minded individuals and organizations has made THF far more effective than we would be on
our own, so continuing to promote our mission is key to identifying potential collaborators.
And, of course, Tony is championing the cause wherever he goes, however he can raise more funds,
and doing whatever it takes to get concrete in the ground. Ever-present in the media, he’s always
discussing the need for and his commitment to developing free, quality public skateparks where
they’re needed most—in communities where youth have few recreational alternatives and nowhere
safe to practice the sport they love. Nowhere to build a sense of community, challenge themselves,
develop self-esteem, and really enjoy themselves in the process.
We’ve created an effective program that is having tangible results in hundreds of cities, townships,
and villages across the country, and we’re as determined as Tony was the day he launched THF to
continue our work and make a positive difference in the lives of youth and the communities where
they live.
Miki Vuckovich
Executive Director

With 409 Grants awarded and 319 skateparks actually open and operating,
77 percent of the projects we’ve assisted financially are completed and currently
serving 2.9-million users.
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Giving Opportunities

Letter From The Development Director

The Tony Hawk Foundation invites individuals, corporations, and other
foundations to take advantage of a variety of ways to support its work. In
addition to cash donations, individuals may make contributions through
one or more of the following giving opportunities. As a public charity,
contributions to the Tony Hawk Foundation are tax-deductible to the
fullest extent of the law.

2008 was an emblematic year for the Tony Hawk Foundation. Not unique to our foundation, but certainly a growing theme in the nonprofit sector, we faced
many economic challenges. However, our overall growth in budget, grant making, and creation of public skateparks illustrates the sheer determination
of the network of donors, corporate sponsors, individuals, and staff that make up this unique organization. It is with great pride, gratitude, humility and
sincerity that we thank you for your commitment to the Tony Hawk Foundation mission. Your sustained support is making a difference in the lives of
millions of at-risk youth across the U.S. And though you may never know or meet these youth, the testimonials that come in daily are concrete examples
of the positive impact your funding and the sport of skateboarding are having on them.

Employer-Matching Contributions
And Employee Giving Programs

Through the process of creating a public skatepark, youth are learning to take ownership and have pride in their communities. They speak of the
value of public input and their realization that perseverance really does pay off. They tell us about the lessons of working together with all sectors of
their community to bring about positive change, and they realize one person—no matter how young or old—can truly make a difference. These life
lessons are invaluable. They will take these with them well after the concrete is worn, a new generation of skaters inherits the park, and they move
out into the world. These youth have come to rely on our support to jumpstart their dreams, and it’s working.

Through your workplace, you may be eligible to make a gift to the Tony Hawk
Foundation and have your employer match that amount at the same time!
Double your contribution and your impact, inquire about matching gifts
at your workplace. Ask your Human Resources Manager if your company
offers a Matching Gifts Program or an Employee Giving Program. Your
inquiry will help to spread the word about the important work of the Tony
Hawk Foundation and may lead to your company’s support as well.

Because of our loyal supporters, we achieved a 48% increase in our total budget over 2007. This increase enabled us to met the needs of thousands more
youth across the country, awarding close to 670,000 dollars to 59 deserving communities throughout the U.S. These numbers mark a 27% increase in
grant funding over 2007. With skateboarding still topping the list as one of the fastest-growing sports in the U.S., it remains our top priority to continue our
mission to bring these public skateparks to low-income communities and our youth who need a safe, legal place to practice a healthy sport.
Milton Freewater, Oregon

Tributes And Memorials

To-date the foundation has awarded over 2.7-million dollars to create 409 skateparks that now service approximately 2.9-million skaters annually (75% of whom are
under the age of 18). It is worth noting that the amount granted is leveraged in each community through local matching grants, private donations, and foundation
gifts. While the financial support of these skateparks from the Tony Hawk Foundation is just under three-million dollars, the approximate cost to create these 409
skateparks is over 72-million dollars. In addition, the foundation budget itself remains lean with 82% of every dollar raised going directly into programs and the
services we provide.

Make a meaningful gift to honor someone’s memory, recognize a friend’s
accomplishment, or celebrate a relative’s birthday with a tribute or
memorial donation to the Tony Hawk Foundation. Acknowledgement
letters for tribute and memorial gifts are sent directly to the recipient,
and you receive a letter for tax purposes for your donation.

Text Donations
You can make an instant $5 donation to the Tony Hawk Foundation by
texting the word RIDE to 90999 on your mobile phone.* When prompted
please reply with YES to confirm your gift.

Text the word RIDE to 90999 to make a $5
donation to the Tony Hawk Foundation *

In-Kind Donations
The Tony Hawk Foundation welcomes in-kind donations of goods and
pro-bono services that will contribute to our overall fundraising efforts.
To make a donation to the Tony Hawk Foundation, or to find out other
ways you can support our work, contact Kim Novick: (760) 477-2479,
kim@tonyhawkfoundation.org
Donations should be made payable to Tony Hawk Foundation and sent to
the following address:
Tony Hawk Foundation
1611-A S. Melrose Dr. #360
Vista, California 92081

Our annual Activision Presents Stand Up For Skateparks benefit events are our largest sources of income for the foundation, collectively raising over
1.5-million dollars in 2008. For the first time, both Coasts enjoyed this benefit: Activision Presents Stand Up For Skateparks in Bridgehampton, New York on
August 11 raised 575,000 dollars, including 50,000 dollars for the Manhattan Bridge Skatepark in New York City; and the fifth-annual Activision Presents
Stand Up For Skateparks benefit returned to Ron Burkle’s Green Acres Estate in Beverly Hills, California, once again sold out, and raised over one-million
dollars—with 79,000 dollars going directly to kickstart the production of a public skatepark in the military community of Tierrasanta in San Diego.
On behalf of the Tony Hawk Foundation, its Board of Directors, and the millions of kids across the country who will be given safe recreational
facilities that enable them to develop self-esteem through an active lifestyle, I would like to thank you, our corporate partners, private
donors, foundations, and benefit attendees for your continued generosity. We are, as always, grateful for the change you are making, one
community, one child at a time.
Kim Novick
Development Director

Your sustained support is making a difference in the
lives of millions of at-risk youth across the U.S.

Your tax-deductible donation will be acknowledged by mail.
For more information, visit our Web site at
www.tonyhawkfoundation.org

8%

38%

“R eceiving the Tony Hawk Foundation Grant helped us to generate other funding and
gain name recognition for the project. It brought to light the fact that if the Tony Hawk
Foundation took this much interest in Milton-Freewater’s skatepark, so should the locals.
Thank you Tony Hawk Foundation!”
—Mike Watkins, Milton-Freewater, Oregon

2008 Revenue
Private		
Foundation
Corporate

10%
38%
52%

10%
52%

2008 Functional Expenses
Management and General 8%
Fundraising		
10%
Program Services		
82%

10%
82%

* A one-time donation of $5 will be added to your mobile phone bill or deducted from your prepaid balance. Standard messaging rates and additional fees may apply.
All charges are billed by and payable to your mobile service provider. Service is available on most carriers. Donations are collected for the benefit of the Tony Hawk Foundation
by the Mobile Giving Foundation and subject to the terms found at www.mGive.com/A. You can unsubscribe at any time by texting STOP to 90999.
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Tony Hawk Foundation Signature Benefit Event Goes Bi-Coastal

7

6

1

Activision Presents Stand Up For Skateparks comes to The Hamptons and Beverly Hills.
Activision Presents Stand Up For Skateparks returned to Ron Burkle’s expansive Green Acres
estate in Beverly Hills in November, but not before the Tony Hawk Foundation’s signature event
made its East Coast debut in The Hamptons in August.
Held at the Ross School in Bridgehampton, New York, the event marked the first time
Activision Presents Stand Up For Skateparks has been held outside of the Los Angeles
area. Attended by the likes of Jon Bon Jovi, Russell Simmons, Vern Troyer, Michael Gelman,
Nacho Figueras, UFC fighters Wanderlei Silva and Matt Serra, and others, the exclusive,
family-centric, action-sports carnival featured a Vert Demo with Tony Hawk and his
Boom Boom HuckJam cast of top skateboarders and BMX pros: Neal Hendrix, Sergie
Ventura, Jesse Fritsch, Elliot Sloan, Kevin Robinson, and Dennis McCoy. Jason Ellis
pulled double duty on both on the mic and his board while video turntablist Mike Relm plugged
into the Jumbotron to provide the show’s sounds and images. The festival area included games,
food, auctions, and music, plus the Jeep Skate Clinic course that was open to event guests.
A special Pledge Drive was also held, raising $53,000 for the Manhattan Bridge Skatepark in
New York City.

2

10

In Beverly Hills, the Pledge Drive raised $79,000 for a skatepark in Tony’s hometown—
the Tierrasanta military community in San Diego where he grew up. After a special
musical performance by Social Distortion, Tony and his crew of skateboarding and BMX
pros (which included Shaun White, Bucky Lasek, Andy Macdonald, Kevin Staab, John
Parker, and Dennis McCoy) took to the ramp for an unforgettable Vert Demo. In the
crowd enjoying the action were Anthony Kiedis, David Spade, Perry Farrell, Chris “Big
Black” Boykin, Kathy Ireland, Bam Margera, Jamie Lee Curtis, BMX legend Mat Hoffman,
Mia Hamm, and others.

8

9

11

Activision Presents Stand Up For Skateparks was made possible through the support of guests
and sponsors, including Activision, Jeep, NetJets, T-Mobile Sidekick, UFC, and Dynacraft, as well
as the event’s Benefit Committee: Tony Hawk, Lance Armstrong, Rob Dyrdek, Christopher “Big
Black” Boykin, Sean “Diddy” Combs, Jamie Lee Curtis, Mia Hamm, Dana White, Jr., Jon Favreau,
Mat Hoffman, Shaun White, Bobby Kotick, Bob McKnight, Scott Greenstein, and Ron Burkle.
Combined, the two events helped raise over $1.5-million to assist the Tony Hawk Foundation
in fulfilling its mission to develop free, quality public skateparks in low-income communities.
In 2009 Tony Hawk: RIDE Presents Stand Up For Skateparks returns to Beverly Hills on
October 11 before making its Las Vegas debut on November 7. For more information, log on to
www.standupforskateparks.org, or call (760) 477-2479.
1. Tony Hawk takes the stage in Beverly Hills with youth from the military community of Tierrasanta to pledge his support for a skatepark there.
2. UFC fighters Wanderlei Silva and Matt Serra at the UFC booth in Bridgehampton.
3. A young fan rests between activities in Bridgehampton.
4. Olympic snowboarding Gold Medalist Gretchen Bleiler arrives in Beverly Hills.
5. Social Distortion took the stage in Beverly Hills for a special acoustic set.
6. Young guests attacking the Jeep Skate Clinic course in Bridgehampton.
7. Soccer legend Mia Hamm offers a private clinic during the Live Auction in Beverly Hills.
8. Shaun White clears Tony Hawk, who hovers over Andy Macdonald during the Vert Demo in Beverly Hills.
9. Guests took home some terrific give-aways, including plenty of smiles—Bridgehampton.
10. Jon Bon Jovi joins Tony Hawk on the Red Carpet in Bridgehampton.
11. Perry Farrell and family arrive in Beverly Hills.
12. The festival area and Vert Ramp in Beverly Hills.
13. Kathy Ireland arrives in Beverly Hills.
14. Kevin Robinson spins his stuff during the Vert Demo in Bridgehampton.
15. Energized by the action, young fans cheer the riders on during the Vert Demo in Bridgehampton.
16. Guests in Beverly Hills catching up with Shaun White just before the Vert Demo.
Photos by Colin Vincent and Jody Morris.
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2008 Supporters
$100,000 – $200,000
Activision
Ultimate Fighting Championship

John Viola
Aerin Zinterhofer
Ted Coyne

$50,000 – $99,999

$1,000 – $4,999

T-Mobile USA, Inc.
Dynacraft BSC, Inc.
Suzanne and Jim Pappas
Dana White, Jr.
Bobby Kotick
NetJets

$25,000 – $49,999
Volunteer Center Orange County
Celebrity Fight Night
Iconoclasts
BBDO
Jeep
Got2b
Kohl’s Department Stores
Maverick Business Adventures, LLC
Spin Master Ltd./Tech Deck
Erik Sterling
Wasserman Foundation
Cambium Learning Inc./Sopris West
Fiji Water Company, LLC
Nixon Watches
Quiksilver Foundation
Six Flags

$10,000 – $24,999
Ex Drinks
Ron Burkle
PayPal
Pat Hawk
Bell Sports, Inc.
Creative Artists Agency
Best Buy Purchasing, LLC
Janet Crown
Dreier Stein and Kahan LLP
Jones Soda
Dale Westreich

$5,000 – $9,999
Jared E. Levine and Lucy Anne Stutz
Rhonda Romero
Olive Watson
Bell Family Foundation
Brett Luebke
Roger Ferris
CB Richard Ellis
John Gillespie
Deborah and Otto Behr, III
Lyor Cohen
Anne Tannenbaum
Mark Larson
Dean Palin
Jay Snyder
Disney Worldwide Services, Inc.
ESPN
Fatwallet Charitable Foundation
Michael Flood
Anthony Griffin
Candace Hollis
Kelly Slater Foundation
Janet and Lester Knispel
Thomas Lee
Jeffrey McFarland
MissionFish
Northern Trust
Russell Simmons

Success Story – Athens, Ohio

Hawk Management, Inc.
Eric Avram
Russel Byers Jr.
BNC
Christine Bizzack
Leon Black
GarageCo Toys, Inc.
Skin Elements USA
Joe Ciaglia Jr.
Sean Carey
Bill Silva
David Tunkl
Jeffrey Soros
Susan Barnett
Nancy Hawk
Lenore Dale-Hawk
Chad DiNenna
Erica Zohar
Karyn Silver
David Snow
Gerard Cappello
Jason Halpern
Robert J. Herbert
John & Marilyn Wells Family Foundation
Lisa Kudrow
Mikefilsaime.com, Inc.
Joshua Todd
Universal City Studios LLP
Vanity Fair Services, Inc.
Mitra Best
Kelly Wearstler
Danielle Zucker
Sarah Hall
Issa Family Foundation
Alex LeVasseur Memorial Advised Fund
Jane Francis
Karen Blessington
Todd Garner
Rafe Greenlee
James Hardy
Gary Iskowitz
Brad Korzen
Henry Mendoza
Leslie Weisberg-Hyman
John Tomitz
Valinda Valcich
Kim Roesch
Dicerbo PCP & Associates, Inc.
Ernest Telford
Steve Van Doren
Skate One Corp.
Wendy Hoey
Sureclick Promotions, LLC
Donna Wies
Zachary Williams
Matt Celenza
Charles Fradin Home, Inc.
Renee Duenas
Gladys Erwin
Donna Weiss
Bruce Barrios
John Bisges
David Castrucci
Gregg Fisher
Russell D. Garrett
Lyndi Benson Gorelick and Kenny G.

Steve Hawk
John C. Fogerty Foundation
Nancy Josephson-Sanitsky
Sal Masekela
Mark J. McKeefry
Paul McParlane
Barry Schwartz
Per Welinder
Susan Zaccheo

To $999
Russell Grossman
Nancy Paul
Mt. Limousine Southampton
Laurence Schwartz
Lisa Seccia
Pam Seidman
J. Sugarman
Lana Welsh
Marc Howard
Catherine Paletta
Kim Pape
Richard Frisch
Mary James
Conde Nast Productions
Karen Coyne
Charles Kemp Curley
Aliso Daglio
Pat Farley
Patricia Goldberg
Sara Handreke
Tom Hoey
Cindy Kallman
Sabrina Kay
David Kirshy
Reed Krakoff
Marvin & Sondra Smalley Family
Foundation
Mazursky Family Foundation
Jennifer Nordstrom
Lynn Picard
Denny Pierce
Risa Shapiro Living Trust
Chris Robichaud
Johnny Schillereff
Josh Taub
John Patterson
Jack A. Greenewald
Christian Nagel
Laura Ziskin
Mike Barnes
Barbara Blatt
Richard Brickell
Christopher Bubs
Cera Works Foundation
Margaret Chambers
Mark Conover
Megan Cook
Wilson Dale
Benicio Del Toro
Debra H. Epstein
Adrienne Grant
Ian Hafner
John Hennessey
Kerrie Jurkiewicz
Lance Krall
Mary Miller
Ilene Penn
Travis Rice
Eugene Schneur
C. Sorrentino

Jennifer Tucker
Girard Tunney
Richard Young
Marie Nagel
Paulette Davis
James Gott
Kim Jacobson
Jesse Aldrich
Armand G. Erpf Fund, Inc.
Norena Barbella
Mike Beesley
Deborah Behr
Jeff Bizzack
Shari Caruso
Hunter Cohen
Curtis Day
Leslie Deternber
Kerry Fedigan
Peter Golden
Hoops For Hope, Inc.
Geoff Koboldt
David Lebwith
Gaylene Nagel
Oakley, Inc.
Cecilia Pagkalinawan
Darren Pollack
Bobby Xydis
Jeanne Brizel
Hands On Labor
Jessica Hearl
Nicki Hemby
Steve Mellgren
Jonny Mosely
Yorke Rhodes III
Scott Styles
Dan Zaccheo
Nathan Blodgett
Courtnay Crivits
Nick and Jennifer Schroeder
Eric Kleiner Architect, Inc.
Mike Escamilla
Pierce Flynn
Kenneth Hernandez
Steve Jugan
Robert Luly
Joseph Meli
Nextsport
Ari Novick
Jonathan Schwartz
Larry Schwarz
John Silva
George Snowden
Cara Stone
Noah Tepperberg
J.C. Tucker
Michael Villani
Wilson & Associates Security
Dorothea and Jon Bon Jovi
Randy Ertman
Daniel Faucetta
Mike Flood
Donald Grandone
Cathleen Laporte
Phillips McCririck
John Sommer
William F. White
Olivia Garrett
Maldread Higgins
Alexandra Lotsch
Emily Miller

Paige Shorr
Michael Warren
Krista Parkinson
James M. Merriam
Charles Moore
Stephen Pagano
Tammy Peterson
Barry Zaritsky
Chris Zavadowski
Michael and Karen Boxer
Kate Paletta
Benjamin Boxer
Molly Flynn
Roan Loomis England
Kimberly Fitzpatrick
Paula Hewitt
HP Company Foundation
Chase Massingill
Larry Moore
Anne Parker
Steven Schechter
Daniel Sobers
M. Castro
Roseann and Blair DeBois
Heidi Gaumet
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Conor MacWilliams
Jacob Pease
Philip Radoff
Sean Regan
Kathy and Sheppard
Linda D. Stites
John Strobis
Lydia Whewell
GoodSearch
Lisa Gregory
Adrienne Smith
Kyle Jankowski
Leon Oldham
Madhu Peralta
Frederick Blocker
Everett Littlefield

In-Kind Donations
Activision Inc.
Ultimate Fighting Championship
Blitz Distribution
D.M. Steele
Hamptons Magazine
Skin Elements USA, Inc.
LEGO, Inc.
Fiji Water
Quiksilver
GarageCo. Toys, Inc.
Black Box Distribution
XL Video, Inc.
Galardi Group, Inc.
Skate One, Inc.
TH Properties LLC
DC Shoes
Jeep
DUB
Flippin’ Pizza
Wahoo’s Fish Taco
Weinerschnitzel
XZO Vodka
Outback
Karl Strauss
Josh HIggins
West Restaurant
Peet’s Coffee & Tea

Tribute Donations
Capital Group Company – In Honor of Blanca M. Meza
Phillip Margera – In Honor of Darlene Margera
Tracey Fisher – In Honor of Quinton Viechweg
Liana Amro – In Honor of Chase Gurman
Rhett Fisher – In Honor of Holden Fisher
Gloria Merriam – In Honor of Ray Underhill
Jamie Whewell – In Honor of Tim Rodney
Kimberly Druist – In Honor of Lance Cpl. “Layton”
Carol Ging – In Honor of Holden Fisher
Nancy Konvalinka – In Honor of Flynn Tedesco
Esther Saka – In Honor of Quinton Viechweg
Jerry Slovinski – In Honor of Tim Rodney
Calvin Whewell – In Honor of Tim Rodney
Donna Wies – In Honor of Dylvan Gonzalez
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Lydia Whewell – In Honor of Tim Rodney
Cindy Denkhaus – In Honor of Quinton Viechweg
Tracey Fisher – In Honor of Quinton Viechweg
Jennifer Denzin – In Honor of Caden Moore
Clay S. White – In Honor of Tim Rodney
Patrick Cloonan – In Honor of Tim Rodney
Cheryl Frohlich – In Honor of Quinton Viechweg
Jenna Suzanne Laird – In Honor of Quinton Viechweg
Mark Rober Robillard – In Honor of Holden Fisher
Amanda Arrillaga – In Honor of Quinton Viechweg
Edie Baskin Bronson – In Honor of Edie Baskin Bronson
Gaillynn Clements – In Honor of William Martin Smith, IV
Karen Cox – In Honor of Mark Cox
Ben Evans – In Honor of David Emlen Evans

Heather Hennessy – In Honor of Kevin Craft
Patrice Lemoine – In Honor of Mark Cox
Jennifer Pender – In Honor of Simon Jefferson Sabbagh
Jean Sykes – In Honor of Caden Moore
Garth Whewell – In Honor of Tim Rodney
Phoebe Chapman – In Honor of Holden Fisher
Casey Cuny – In Honor of Caden Moore
Tracey Fisher – In Honor of Quinton Viechwig
Sarah Greenwood – In Honor of Quinton Viechweg
Paulo Han – In Honor of Caden Moore
Annette May – In Honor of Tim Rodney
Colleen Rusin – In Honor of Roan England
Kyle Jankowski – In Honor of Kyle Jankowski

“We are very excited to get our park under construction and opened. The award
from the Tony Hawk Foundation was tremendous and gave even more impetuous
to our local support. It legitimized our park with City Council.”
—Kevin Schwartzhoff, Athens, Ohio
Athens, Ohio is an impoverished town where 27 percent of adults and 21 percent of children under 18
live in poverty. Faced with such a high number of at-risk children, the community took it upon itself
to create a positive outlet for local youth. Despite their economic setbacks, the town set out to build a
quality, first-rate concrete skatepark.
A great deal of hard work, planning, and community collaboration soon followed. The local skaters
organized and served on the Skatepark Taskforce. As part of the Taskforce, their duties included
evaluating and choosing the professional design team, working with them on the design, and making
changes and recommendations through the process.
The Task Force was also in charge of fundraising. In addition to appealing for cash donations,
the skaters solicited local businesses and contractors for possible building-material donations for the
skatepark to help offset costs. With the help of the local university, they developed a public-information
show about the skatepark facility and their fundraising campaign, which aired on local TV and radio.
News spread of the skatepark, and contributions poured in from foundations, businesses, and
community members. The city also contributed funds, as did the university. The strong support for the
skatepark was evident in the sheer volume and sources of letters the Taskforce shared with the Tony
Hawk Foundation—letters from the Police Department, County Court, Department of Child Services,
and other agencies that all recognized the at-risk elements in their town and the countless benefits of
a skatepark.

Tony Hawk visits the skatepark in Athens, Ohio.

The community managed to raise 226,000 dollars prior to applying for a Tony Hawk Foundation
Grant in 2003, and the THF Board of Directors voted to award Athens a grant of 10,000 dollars.
Their 350,000-dollar, 17,500-square-foot skatepark opened in 2004.
The Athens Skate Park would not have been possible without its core support system. With the city,
local university, police, civic organizations, county court, skaters, and countless others behind the
effort, they were an unstoppable force. And they definitely deserve some bragging rights—according
to the Athens Skate Park Web site, “This ain’t no walk-in-the-park skatepark.”
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Board Of Directors
Tony Hawk is THF’s Founder and President. His long history and success as a professional skateboarder helped him pursue a career with
worldwide reach. In 1992 he founded the renowned Birdhouse Skateboards brand, which he still owns and operates today. The most recognized
action-sports figure in the world, Tony is also President of Tony Hawk Inc., a worldwide leader in action-sports video games, merchandising,
events, endorsements, and film and digital media. He regularly appears on television and in films, hosts a weekly show on the Sirius satellite
radio network, and takes his talent on the road with the annual Boom Boom HuckJam tour. Tony’s success and good fortune have inspired him to
do what he can to help young people, so in 2002 he launched the Tony Hawk Foundation to help achieve that goal.
Lenore Hawk Dale, Director of the Tony Hawk Fan Club and Tony’s sister, spent fifteen years as a classroom teacher and another ten years as the
Director of Bilingual Education for a school district in Southern California. In her years in education, she worked with families in several low-income school
districts.
Pat Hawk, Tony’s sister, has been COO of Tony Hawk, Inc. for over twelve years and has played a crucial role in the growth of the company and its affiliates.
She has a strong background in entertainment, sports marketing, licensing, and management.
Steve Hawk, Tony’s brother, was THF’s founding Executive Director. He has been a journalist for more than 25 years and is the former editor of Surfer
magazine. More recently, he was a staff writer on the HBO television series John From Cincinnati, and is currently deputy editor of Sierra magazine.

Iron River, Michigan

Polson, Montana

Kent Dahlgren was the founding Executive Director of the nonprofit Skaters For Public Skateparks. With over two decades of skatepark construction,
development, and advocacy to his credit, Kent has become the key spokesperson for skatepark advocacy in the U.S.
Sandy Dusablon is CFO of Tony Hawk, Inc., and a long-time contributor and advisor to THF. As the foundation continues to grow, Sandy’s financial
acumen has proven to be a critical resource in a complex fundraising environment.
Bobby Kotick is Chairman and CEO of Activision, and has been a key supporter of the Foundation since its inception. Activision has been Title Sponsor
for the foundation’s annual Stand Up For Skateparks benefit every year since it launched in 2004. Bobby is well known for his charitable giving and
involvement in philanthropy nationwide, and serves on a number of nonprofit boards, including the Center for Early Education and as the Vice Chairman of
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.
Jared Levine is a Senior Partner at Morris Yorn Barnes & Levine, a Los Angeles-based law firm specializing in advising select clients in transactional media,
entertainment, and related matters. Jared’s extensive background in entertainment and contract law has been crucial to THF’s continued success. A graduate
of Harvard College and Harvard Law School, he joined the THF Board Of Directors in 2005.
Jamie Thomas is a pro skateboarder who, through determination and hard work, has achieved renowned success in the skateboard world. That success
helped him launch a business career that will potentially eclipse his skateboarding. This experience and understanding of the skateboard community makes
Jamie an invaluable member of the THF team.
Mike Vallely has spent more than 20 years as a pro skateboarder touring all over the world and skating more parks and spots than anyone. He draws from
his broad knowledge, experience, and passion for skateboarding in contributing to the Board and promoting the foundation’s mission throughout the far
corners of the U.S.
Miki Vuckovich is a founding member of the THF Board Of Directors, a skateboard-industry veteran of 24 years, and succeeded Steve Hawk as Executive
Director in 2004. Miki has been skating for 28 years and has fond memories of the classic skateparks of the 1970s.
Erica Zohar is CEO of American Groove, Inc., a Los Angeles-based apparel design firm. She is a member of the Bel Air Chapter of the Young Presidents’
Organization (YPO) and an advisor to the Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment Commission (LASEC). Erica is also a board member of the Wertheim Family
Foundation and an advisor to several Los Angeles-area charities. Erica works closely with her husband Lior on many projects, including both business
ventures and charitable work.

San Pedro, California

“T he skatepark is always crowded after school and on the weekends. We give them
snow shovels in the winter to continue to use the facility. The skatepark has given
a certain group of young people that had previously fallen through the cracks
and off the radar screen of the community a place to shine and realize that they
too have great potential to be tapped in a positive, creative way. Thank you again
for allowing us to fulfill our dream of a world-class skating and biking facility.”
—Karen Sargeant, Polson, Montana

Lior Zohar is CFO, COO, and General Counsel of American Groove, Inc. Prior to his work there, he practiced law as an entertainment and intellectual
property litigator. Lior is also President of commercial real estate holding company Stone Canyon Properties, LLC. He and his wife Erica are active with many
philanthropic causes, and both have been strong supporters of THF and Stand Up For Skateparks over the years.

Pascagoula, Mississippi
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Spokane, Washington

Los Angeles, California

Sitka, Alaska

23

The Tony Hawk Foundation seeks to foster lasting improvements in society, with an emphasis on
supporting and empowering youth. Through special events, grants, and technical assistance, the
Foundation supports recreational programs with a focus on the creation of public skateboard parks in
low-income communities. The Foundation favors programs that clearly demonstrate that funds
received will produce tangible, ongoing positive results.
Tony Hawk Foundation
1611-A S. Melrose DR #360
Vista, California 92081
ph: 760.477.2479
www.tonyhawkfoundation.org

Cover: Tony Hawk 360 flips to fakie at the Nathan Lazarus Skatepark in Nederland, Colorado (photo: Miki Vuckovich).
Back: Locals at the Garvanza Skatepark in Los Angeles, California (photo: Miki Vuckovich).
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